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British Imperialism and the British ruling class for
over a generation, residing chiefly in England, he
could thoroughly appreciate and represent our
rulers' interests and view-point. He would have
been an able representative of Imperialist England
at that Round Table Conference. The irony of it
was that he was supposed to represent India."
Prompted chiefly by curiosity and fascinated as I
have always been by the Aga Khan's personality, I
wrote to him fairly recently and asked whether the
idea of my writing his biography would appeal to
him. I had had this on my mind for a long time, for
I have felt that a biography of the Aga Khan should
be written by one who like him was Indian by birth,
and like him also was a Westerner in outlook. No
Englishman, however brilliant, should be given
this job, and I felt that the Aga Khan was far too
busy a person ever to settle down to write his
memoirs. Besides, and I must confess this thought
did also cross my mind, to get the chance was for a
young man of my years a break which one gets only
once in a lifetime. But my luck did not break
even, though the Aga Khan was most courteous
in his reply. He put it modestly when he said that
his life's work was not yet completed.
His answer made me think quite a lot. It was
certainly a most excellent thing for a man in his
position to say. It showed that he himself did not
think that he had done everything that was in his